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and He appeared to have very little to do with a
Dorset farm or the world of to-day.
Ask yourself whether you really do believe that He
is the Son of God. Do it honestly, face up to the issue,
and, if you are perfectly frank with yourself, you will
come to about the same conclusion that I. did; you
don't believe it or disbelieve it, it does not seem to
matter very much. Of course, like myself, if you were
asked the question in public you would say that you
did so believe; it is not decent to do otherwise, and
people might think you a queer sort of person if you
openly stated your disbelief. In any case, you prob-
ably don't bother yourself sufficiently to disbelieve—
the matter does not concern you. You would be very
uncomfortable and resentful about being asked the
question at all.
But do you believe that the Lord Christ was really
God? That He came down from heaven to be born
of a virgin in Palestine? That He taught a way of
life, and that, finally, He was crucified to save us all
from the Devil? That He rose again from the dead
on the third day after His execution? You will be a
singularly contented man if you can honestly answer
" yes " to all these questions and really mean them.
You will have " the gift of faith ", whatever that
strange phrase may mean.
I read all that I could on the question, both from the
clergyman's point of view, as well as from that of the
logical disbeliever, and, very reluctantly, in the winter
of 1937, I had to answer all of them in the negative,
I am not pretending that that made the slightest
difference to me, for it didn't; but I was left with the

